JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
to check Russia's advance in the Far East and towards
India, she made an alliance with Japan and let her fight,
while she kept her hands in her pockets. She pursued
exactly the same cunning policy with Germany. She herself
was the real enemy, but she behaved as though France
and Russia were, and let it appear that she would remain
neutral should Germany fight them. There may have been
other reasons why Sir Edward Grey, as he was then, would
give France and Russia no definite assurance of help, but
one of his objects was as has been stated. Bethmann-Hollweg,
the German Premier, was so taken in that the curt refusal
of what Grey calls 'the bid for neutrality', which he made on
July 29, the day on which it was decided to make war on
France and Russia, came to him as a severe shock.
The bid was in the form of a telegram from Bethmann-
Hollweg offering to abstain from seizing any French terri-
tory in Europe if England would undertake to remain
neutral. In Grey's view this offer could not be accepted
with honour : he was astounded that Bethmann-Hollweg
had not seen it in that light.*
In fact, Germany was fooled by the cunning of British
diplomacy. Could anything be plainer ? But we Japanese
must not ignore this fact as being the affair of another
country and one with which we are not concerned. During
the affair with China it was England, more than anyone
else, who skilfully manipulated America and brought
about a clandestine understanding in the League. It was
she too who calmly posed as a friend to Japan when she let
America make the protests and egged her on from behind.
It is highly probable that at the next Pacific Conference,
where the Manchurian question will finally be decided,
England will endeavour to secure concerted action against
Japan by letting America lead the opposition while she
instigates her from behind with her hands in her pockets.
We must not, for one moment, overlook the possibility of
some such action by England. If there are Japanese who
think that we shall have things our own way now that
matters are going more smoothly with America, they have
shut their eyes to the story of the cunning of British
diplomacy.
And how do England and America stand at present ?
* Op. cit.t Vol. I, p, 327.